
 

 

11 August 2016 
 
Felicity Ogilvie 
ABC Hobart  
GOP Box 9994 
HOBART TAS 7001 

 

By email: ogilvie.felicity@abc.net.au 

Dear Ms Ogilvie, 

Right to Information Request 16 June 2016 
I refer to your request pursuant to the Right to Information Act 2009 (RTI Act) received on 16 June 
2016 by Hydro Tasmania.  

I am authorised to make decisions on behalf of Hydro Tasmania in respect of applications for 
information under the RTI Act.  

1. Your Request  
Your request was for:  

Information in the possession of Hydro Tasmania with respect to cloud seeding operations 
undertaken on Sunday, 5 June 2016. 

In particular, you requested the following: 

“Documents about the decision to cloud seed on Sunday the 5th of June relating to: 

• The planning of the flight, including any analysis of the weather forecasts and 
possible rainfall for areas around the upper Derwent 

• The target locations, lakes and catchments on the June 5th flight 

• Documents, including emails, related to any concerns about the flight 

• Analysis or modelling completed after the flight about the increases in rain, and/or 
the areas it fell and/or how much it contributed to flows and/or lake level rises 

• Documents about the flight that mention Lake Augusta.” 

Hereafter referred to as “the Request”. 

2. Determination and Reasons for Determination of Request  
I have undertaken a search of the information held by Hydro Tasmania to locate any records that 
may be relevant to the Request.  

I have determined the following information is relevant to the Request and placed it into the 
following categories which are included as annexures where applicable: 

Category (a) - Flight report, flight plan, maps and flight logs - pages 1 to 10 

Category (b) - In-flight data 

There are 184 pages of latitude and longitude flight information recording every 
second of the flight path from take-off to landing and the time the cloud seeding 
burners commenced and ceased, as per the following excerpt of four seconds of this 
data: 

mailto:ogilvie.felicity@abc.net.au


2 

 
This flight information was logged onto the map provided (see Annexure: Category (c), 
page 20 – also available on the Hydro Tasmania website at 
http://www.hydro.com.au/water/cloud-seeding/flight-maps/archive/2016/cloud-
seeding-flight-map-5-june-2016 ). Please advise if you require these 184 pages and we 
will provide them electronically. Please note that the .sea files, from which the Excel 
spreadsheet data is derived, can only be opened and viewed using v12d0 of M300 
software which is part of the proprietary M300 Data Acquisition System. 

Category (c) - Electronic correspondence between Hydro Tasmania officers - pages 1 to 24 

Category (d) - Browser history of Hydro Tasmania officers - pages 1 to 55 

Category (e) - Information produced by the Australian Government Bureau of Meteorology accessed 

  by Hydro Tasmania officers - pages 1 to 40 

Hydro Tasmania does not have any documents about the flight which mention Lake Augusta.   

Further information on the flight can be accessed on the Hydro Tasmania website at 
http://www.hydro.com.au/about-us/news/2016-07/analysis-shows-no-impact-cloud-seeding-flight 
and the Hydro Tasmania Facebook page at date 6 June 2016. 

3. Information withheld 
The RTI Act provides that some information is exempt from release. 

3.1 Relevant sections of RTI Act  
Communications between Hydro Tasmania and its legal representatives and materials produced by 
or on behalf of Hydro Tasmania at the request of Hydro Tasmania’s legal representatives is exempt 
information under Section 31 (Legal Professional Privilege) of the RTI Act, is not included in the 
disclosed information and is not subject to the Public Interest Test. 

I have also assessed the identified Information in accordance with the RTI Act and I regard the 
following exemptions as also being relevant: 

(a) Section 35(1) (Internal deliberative information); and 

(b) Section 36(1) (Personal information of a person). 

As required under Section 33 of the RTI Act, I have considered the Public Interest Test assessment 
criteria under Schedule 1 to the RTI Act in regards to the information ultimately withheld pursuant to 
sections 35 or 36 and have determined that it was not in the public interest as a whole to disclose the 
withheld information.  

The reasons for the determination are:  

• that the release of the information would not contribute to the debate on the matter  

• the information would not inform the request about the reasons for a decision  

• the disclosure would prejudice the ability of Hydro Tasmania to obtain similar 
information in the future  

http://www.hydro.com.au/water/cloud-seeding/flight-maps/archive/2016/cloud-seeding-flight-map-5-june-2016
http://www.hydro.com.au/water/cloud-seeding/flight-maps/archive/2016/cloud-seeding-flight-map-5-june-2016
http://www.hydro.com.au/about-us/news/2016-07/analysis-shows-no-impact-cloud-seeding-flight
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• the disclosure would not provide the contextual information to aid in the 
understanding of Hydro Tasmania’s decisions 

• disclosure would promote or harm the interests of an individual or group of 
individuals 

• disclosure may harm the business and financial interests of Hydro Tasmania  

• the information is related to the business affairs of Hydro Tasmania and if released 
would cause harm to the competitive position of the corporation. 

The other public interest matters set out in Schedule 1 are considered to not be relevant to the 
Request.  

Redactions have been applied to remove those discrete parts of the Identified Information that 
attract the exemptions in sections 35(1) or 36(1) of the RTI Act. Redactions or deletions have also 
been applied to remove information which falls outside of the scope of the Request. 

A copy of this determination will be placed on the Hydro Tasmania website for public information. 

Please also see RTI request determinations on our website at  
http://www.hydro.com.au/about-us/governance/right-information-request-process/right-
information-disclosures  

4. Review of Rights 
You have a right to seek an internal review of my decision pursuant to section 43 of the RTI 
Act. If you would like to request such a review, you may write to Hydro Tasmania’s Chief 
Executive Officer within twenty (20) working days from the date of this letter at: 

Mr S Davy  

Chief Executive Officer  

Hydro Tasmania  

4 Elizabeth Street  

HOBART TAS 7000  

Should you have any questions on the information provided please contact the undersigned.  

This request is now considered closed.  

Yours sincerely  

 
Alan W. Evans  
Right to Information Officer & Corporation Secretary  
Hydro Tasmania  
t 03 6230 5300  
e alan.evans@hydro.com.au 
f 03 6231 4217 

http://www.hydro.com.au/about-us/governance/right-information-request-process/right-information-disclosures
http://www.hydro.com.au/about-us/governance/right-information-request-process/right-information-disclosures
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